
The University of Southern Mississippi Student Government Association  
Constitutional Convention – Session 4  

30 July 2018 | SGA Office  
• Committee Member Introduction (those in attendance):  

o McKenna Stone – SGA President  
o Corai Jackson – SGA Vice President  
o Lauren-Hunter Gaudet – SGA Attorney General  
o Matthew Keller – SGA Treasurer  
o Katie Rogers – SGA Election Commissioner  
o Angel Lovett – Chief of Staff – Cabinet Representative  
o Reid Renfroe – Justice – Judicial Board Representative  
o Caroline Carney – President Pro Tempore and Senator for the College of Arts and 
Letters – Senate Representative  

• Review/discuss the SGA Election Code  
o Section I – Candidacy  

§ 4. b. Specify that candidates running for an Executive Officer position 
must have experience with Southern Miss SGA 
§ 6. b. Include the service and GPA requirements for Mr. And Miss. 
Southern Miss 

o Section II – Election Dates and Notices   
• Strike "Dates and" from the Section head. The new section header will 
read "Election Notices."  
• 1.c. Change five (5) "calendar days" to "class days"  
• 1. d. Add "on the day of election" at the end of that statement.  
• 1. f. Should the Attorney General be permitted to run for Homecoming 
Court? If so, would the AG take a temporary leave of absence until the 
election is over? Also, include the Election Commissioner is prohibited from 
endorsing Candidates. Should the AG and Judicial Board be prohibited from 
endorsing, too, in the case of a Judicial Board hearing or appeal of a 
decision?  
• 2. c. Strike the "second week in March." Instead state here that "SGA 
Executive Officers should be elected in the spring semester no later than two 
weeks prior to the inauguration date."  

o Section III – Candidacy and Application Requirements 
§ 1. e. State here that all times in this document will be in Central Standard 

Time. 
§ 1. g. Change “Founder’s Day” to “Student Awards Day” or “date of 

Inauguration,” for consistency. 
o Section IV – Campaign Regulations 

§ 1. c. Create a subsection here. Change the wording from “Sponsored by 
SGA” to “Approved by SGA” or “Hosted by SGA.” 

§ 1. c. i. There must be a QR code included on all posters, handbills, 
and yard signs that are used during the campaigning process. 
Candidates will be encouraged to share the QR code on social 
media posts, but it is not required. 



§ 3. Clarify what would be considered voter fraud with the online system. 
However, go into further detail about online voting specifically in the new 
proposed Section VI. 

§ 4. Include Homecoming Beaus. 
§ 6. The Election Commissioner, Attorney General, and Judicial Board 

should not be permitted to endorse candidates. Should Judicial Board 
members be able to serve at a polling station? Make sure this is parallel in 
the Constitution. 

o Section V – Polling Place and Poll Worker Regulations 
§ 2. a. Polls will open at 8 a.m. rather than 8:30 a.m. as stated in this 

subsection. 
o Proposal to insert a new section for online voting. This would become the 

new Section IV and all other sections would be shifted down one numeral. 
o PROPOSED Section VI would read: Section VI – Online Voting 

§ 1. Online Polls will be open from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. 
§ 2. The link for online voting shall be promoted thoroughly on all 

accessible platforms (i.e. social media, posters, a-frames, handouts, etc.) 
§ 3. Candidates and/or general body students will not be allowed to create 

their own voting stations using any device to urge students to vote from 
that personal device for their own gain. Doing so will result in loss of 
campaigning privileges and potential disqualification, as deemed by the 
Election Commissioner. 

o Section VII – Voting 
§ 2. Change “14 days” to “five (5) class days.” Also, include a clause here 

stating special circumstances related to absentee ballots will be reviewed 
by the Election Commissioner. 

§ 11. Ask for the history of the voter lists and the relevance. Potentially 
strike the need for obtaining a voter list from the registrar’s office. 

o Section VIII – Determining the Winner of an Election 
§ 1. c. This section needs language clarification. 
§ 1. c. ii. Strike “The SGA Election Commissioner and others designated by 

the SGA Election Commissioner.” Instead, it should state, “SGA Election 
Commissioner, acting Attorney General, SGA Advisor, and SGA 
Graduate Assistant” 

§ 1. d. Strike this section. 
o Section X – Election Appeals  

§ 1. This subsection needs a header. Will be called “Grounds for Appeals” 
§ Take the information from the original head for this subsection 

and create a new 1. a.; the other subsections will move down 
one letter. The section will now be structured as such: 

§ 1. a. “Any university student may challenge an election in which 
he or she is eligible to vote.” 

§ 1. b. “The SGA Election Commissioner shall sit on all challenges 
and hear evidence from all parties concerned in SGA elections.” 

§ 1. c. Originally, section 1.b. will move from Section X to Section 
IX.2.c.i. It will read, “The SGA Election Commissioner with the 



SGA Attorney General may disqualify a candidate ex post facto, 
order a recount of ballots, or order the reopening of any poll for a 
second vote.” 

§ After SGA Attorney General, add “in a joint written 
statement” 

o Section XI 
§ 1. Change “14 to 21 days” to “21 to 28 days” 
§ 2. Change “14 to 21 days” to “21 to 28 days” 

•  Review/discuss the Senate By-laws 
o Update the formatting of the document to make it consistent with the rest of the 

SGA governing documents. 
o Article I – Membership 

§ 1.4. Explain that Legislative Assistants are not senators. They are 
members of the student body that have been consulted to assist with 
legislation. 

o Article III – Senate Officers 
§ Section 3.3 Senate President Pro Tempore 

§ A. Strike “a Senator” 
§ B.4. This section needs to be reviewed.  
§ Proposed additional section will read: “Must have served at least 

one semester as a senator on the Hattiesburg Campus and must 
have served at least one semester on the budget and Appropriations 
committee.” 

§ i. If there are no senators that fit this requirement, then 
the candidacy will be open to any senator in the Senate 
Body.” 

§ Section 3.6 Operations Chair 
§ Create subsection 4. It will read: “Manage time used for 

debate and scheduled forums during senate meetings.” 
§ Section 3.7 Academic Affairs Chair 

§ 3. Strike “Academic Affairs Outreach” 
§ Section 3.8 

§ 3. Change from “SGA Cabinet’s Student Services” to 
“Executive Director of Student Initiatives.” 

§ Add sections for Press Liaison, Graduate Student Senate Liaison, 
and Faculty Senate Liaison. 

 

o Article IV – Senate Committees 
§ Section 4.1 Standing Committees 

§ Change “before the spring retreat” to “before the last meeting of 
the spring semester” 

§ A.1. Change from “six other members” to “no less than six and no 
more than ten members.” Add in here that the SGA Treasurer will 



serve as an ex oficio member of the budget and appropriations 
committee. 

§ B.1. Strike this section. 

 


