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• Committee Member Introduction (those in attendance): 
o McKenna Stone – SGA President 
o Corai Jackson – SGA Vice President 
o Matthew Keller – SGA Treasurer 
o Katie Rogers – SGA Election Commissioner 
o Cabinet Representative – Angel Lovett – Chief of Staff 
o Judicial Board Representative – Reid Renfroe – Justice  
o Senate Representative – Dorothy Gault – Parliamentarian and Senator for the 

College of Business 
o Senate Representative – Caroline Carney – President Pro Tempore and Senator 

for the College of Arts and Letters 
• Review/discuss the Constitution 

o Article IV – Legislative Branch 
§ Section II. Should we have a set number of senate seats, or would we 

rather allow for there to be a fluctuation of seats in the Senate based on 
student population for each college? 

§ Section III.  
• C. Do we want this to stay spring semester or should it simply 

state, “prior to the year’s SGA Senate Elections?” We discussed 
that it should remain spring semester, because we will have more 
accurate numbers of how many students to expect for the next 
year. 

§ Section V. We would like to change the wording of the section, so that 
Senate Parliamentarian and Senate Secretary are allowed to serve on 
standing and ad hoc committees, if they are approved by the SGA Vice 
President. 

§ Section VI. Change the wording from “Executive Advisory Board” to 
“Executive Council” to keep that wording consistent throughout the 
constitution. 

• B. Should we continue with the appointment of Senior Senators? 
This feels a little redundant with the Executive Council. Will ask 
for the history of Senior Senators. 

• C. This section is redundant with the Senate By-Laws. Strike this 
section. 

• D. Clarify that when the SGA Vice President has the “right to 
create any additional officer position,” this means positions within 
Senate only. (sections B and D will be consolidated) 

o 1. “All additional officer positions shall be approved by the 
SGA Senate with a two-thirds votes.” This is too vague. 
Should read “All additional officer positions within the 
Senate Body.” 
 



o Article V. – Judicial Branch 
§ Section I. In this section, we discussed that the content of the section is 

good, however, we should clean up the language so that it is clear and 
consistent with the rest of the constitution. 

§ Section III.  
• 1. If more than 4/5 positions need to be filled, depending on the 

year, the remaining number will be 1-year appointments. For 
example, we needed 6 total, and we were technically allowed 4 
positions to fill 2-year terms—gave remaining 2 justices 1-year 
appointments to get back on track.  

• 2. Interview process required for every applicant? Will the SGA 
President, SGA GA, or SGA Advisor be required to sit in on 
interviews? 

• 4. This should read that the “Members of the Judicial Board shall 
be allowed three (3) unexcused absences per semester.” 

• 7. “Dispositions” should be changed to "a deposition or written 
statement." 

• 8. Make a note in this section about the new record of precedents 
that we will be implementing. 

§ Section IV. This section should also explain how J-Board members are 
appointed to other boards, which handle things such as conduct appeals, 
academic appeals, parking appeals, etc. 

§ Section V. In this section, the grammar needs to be cleaned up. 
§ Section VI. Clarify quorum. That is 5 voting members – required to vote 

on any appeal. 
§ Section VIII. We need to include a definition of “preponderance of the 

evidence.” We need to clarify who holds the burden of proof in various 
situations. 

§ Section X. Why is this included in the Constitution? Ask for the history of 
this section. 

§ Section XI. 
• B. We need to figure out the Judicial Board’s role in the process of 

impeachment and how that works with SGA as a whole. 
• C. Clarify if this is business days or just calendar days. 

o Article VI – SGA Election Commission 
§ A. The Election Commissioner must appoint an Election Commission 

consisting of an Executive Council and general members. This section 
should be consolidated with the section on the Election Commissioner in 
Article 2. 

• 5. We need to acknowledge online voting here and ensure there is 
an appropriate number of voting locations around campus. 

• 9. Include here there shall be a contract for candidates running in 
elections to adhere to. 

§ B. Where does it say the Election Commissioner must appoint an Election 
Commission? We need to include there is an Election Commission 
Executive Council here. 



o Article VII. – SGA Philanthropy Commission 
§ Section II. 

• 1. Determine the size of Philanthropy Commission (i.e. no less 
than 15, and no more than 35). 

o a. These members will be selected through an application 
and interview process that begins in the summer following 
elections and ends in the fall following elections. 

§ Section III. We need to renumber this section to make it correct. In this 
section, we need to add a number to include there will be a Philanthropy 
Committee Executive Council. 

o Article VIII. – Budget  
§ Section II. Is the budget considered legislation? If so, then it must be 

approved by Senate with simple majority. However, if it is deemed more 
significant than legislation, we should consider requiring a 2/3 vote for 
approval. 

§ We intend to add another section here to cover spending. Proposed article 
as follows:  

• Article IX – Spending  
o Section I. The University of Southern Mississippi Student 

Government Association will follow federal, state, and 
university policy in regard to spending. 

o Article XI. – Student Rights 
§ This just needs a section head. 

o Article X. – Amendments 
§ Section II. Should bills and resolutions both require simple majority to 

pass through Senate, or should bills require a 2/3 vote to pass? 
§ Section IV. 

• E. What is the plurality vote? Change this to be a simple majority 
vote. Do we want to include that a certain percentage of the student 
body has to participate in the vote? How does this affect the Gulf 
Park campus? 

o Article XI. – Authority 
§ Section 1. This SGA Constitution (add here: By-Laws, bills, resolutions, 

or Codes...) shall be the final authority regarding all SGA matters. 
o Article XII – Mr. Southern Miss and Miss Southern Miss 

§ Move this to a more appropriate location in the Constitution. 


